Marine Drive Academy School Advisory Committee (SAC)
March 4th 2026
Minutes
Attendance: Amanda Smith, Aaron Verge, Alana Gammon, Jayme White, Kerri Chartrand, Courtney Cameron
Regrets: Vicki Rutledge, Jody Taker, Kelsi Henley

1. Welcome 

2. Principal Report:
-     Math Coach Craig Ashley held his final meeting with the teachers from Primary, Grade 3, and the Grade 5/6 split. Mr. Verge invited SAC members who were present to attend. During the meeting, Mr. Ashley provided a summary of the progress made with the practices that had been implemented and discussed recommendations for continuing these approaches moving forward. He praised the teachers for their work in the classrooms and also offered to remain available to teachers for ongoing support. 
- Report Cards go home March 23 – April 2
-Curriculum night took place for the 2nd semester on Feb 4th, 6:30 – 7:30.  There were no attendees.
- Family Literacy night was planned for Thursday, February 12th.  It was postponed for more preparation time. A new date will be shared once scheduled.
- 5 Students were supposed to attend a leadership summit on Tuesday, but it was cancelled due to a scheduling error with Musgo Rider.
- The 2nd and final lockdown drill of the year was completed.
- Prom will take place on June 26. The graduating class decided that the event will be held off school property, with the Wildlife Centre discussed as a possible location. It was noted that, due to liability considerations, off-site events cannot be formally associated with the school. As a result, any fundraising for the event will also be organized independently and not through the school.
- SAC members in attendance were provided with a copy of the school’s newsletter to review. The newsletter includes a calendar of important dates, along with notices and updates for families. It is a helpful document for staying informed about what is happening at the school. The newsletter is also available on the Marine Drive Academy website.
-The 02 and Sr High Phys Ed class have an upcoming trip to the Musquodoboit Harbour bowling alley planned.
-Mr. Verge will be meeting with our African Nova Scotian student focus group as part of the SSP check-in.

3. New Business
- The SAC received a request from Ms. Walsh, on behalf of a team seeking support to fund a March Break theatre camp. The Halifax Theatre for Young People will be providing a three-day camp for students. This initiative grew out of work completed by our GSA alongside Nova Scotia Health promoters Molly Ryan and Laine Khoury through the 2SLGBTQIA+ Rural Connection Project. One of the key priorities identified through those discussions was the need to create more opportunities for students to engage in drama and theatre.
The request was circulated to SAC members by email before the meeting. After reviewing the proposal, members agreed to support the initiative by covering the full cost of $2,050. Alana communicated the decision to Ms. Walsh, who expressed her appreciation for the SAC’s support.

4. Adjournment
	Next Meeting: April 1st, 2026 @ 2:30
