Marine Drive Academy School Advisory Committee
October 1, 2025

Attendance: Mr. Verge, Ms. Smith, Ms. Whyte, Ms. Henley, Vicki Rutledge, Alana Gammon, Kerri Chartrand, Shtefan Balan

Principal Report:
A new code of conduct has been implemented in the school.  It is a matrix-style document that offers support and consistency when responding to student unacceptable behaviour.  The policy is available on the Education and Early Childhood Development website.  

https://www.ednet.ns.ca/school-safety/code-of-conduct
  
Early Literacy Intervention:
Shelley Leslie has been assigned the Early Literacy Support Teacher position for this year.  She will be providing literacy support to students from Primary to grade 2 and uses the Nova Scotia Literacy Intervention Framework.  

SSP Updates:
New strategies have been implemented in the Student Success Plan.  Student progress will be reviewed and updated every 90 days.  This plan focuses on Literacy, Math and student wellbeing.

Matrix:
This matrix is a part of the new student code of conduct.  It clearly identifies expectations and ties in the 7 indigenous teachings (love, respect, courage, honesty, wisdom, humility & truth).

Vape Detectors:
Money previously thought to be allocated by HRCE has been reallocated.  They will not be installed.

Sports:
So far this year, we have 2 Volleyball teams, Jr and Sr girls.  Gary Falkham has started an archery club.

Workit Grant:
This is a collaboration with the O2 class and Nova Scotia Works.  Support is provided to students for learning a trade.  Last year, the students built benches, picnic tables and a weather station.  This year, there are plans to build yard games.  They also have two NSCC trips scheduled.  

SAC Budget:
Money has not yet been deposited into our account.  Last year, we received $5000 plus $1 per student.  We expect to receive the same this year.  

Old Business
Funds were allocated to the following last year:
$2500 – school supplies
$400 – lice kits
$1500 – field day
$600 – scoreboard
$2000 – graduation and prom

-The kiln will be installed in the welding lab.  This area has the required ventilation.
-All teaching positions have been filled.



New Business

The following are the SAC positions that have been filled so far this year:

Principal – Mr. Verge
Vice Principal – Ms. Smith
Parents – Jody Taker, Catherine MacDonald, Shtefan Balan
Teachers – Courtney Cameron, Kelsi Henley, Jayme Whyte
Community – Alana Gammon, Kerri Chartrand, Vicki Rutledge
Support Staff – Vacant
Students (2) – Vacant

School numbers 
294 students registered for the 2025/2026 school year.

It was asked if we could start to purchase a few gowns this year.  More discussion once our money is received.

School clothing will be available to order again this year with new design options.  The school will purchase t-shirts for everyone.  

The Discovery Centre will be visiting the grades P-3 on October 28th with their Science on the Road program.

Ms. Bateman will be leading a new topic for students this year, Respectful use of AI. 


