Marine Drive Academy School Advisory Committee (SAC)
Nov 5th, 2025 2:30 pm
AGENDA
In attendance: Aaron Verge, Amanda Smith, Kelsi Henley, Vicki Rutledge, Alana Gammon, Stefan Balan
Regrets: Cara Rivers, Kayla Boutilier, Courtney Cameron, Kerri Chartrand
1. Welcome & Approval of last meeting’s minutes
2. Principal Report:
-          Discipline report - There have been improvements noted in the amount of discipline, compared to previous years.  
-          Early Literacy Intervention, Learning Centre, Resource A.I PD - There is a great deal of professional learning taking place in these areas for staff members.  MDA staff had AI PD last week with Chris Cocek, which was very helpful.  
-          SAC Budget - We are still waiting on the SAC budget.  We should know soon what the budget is.  
-          School Trips - Ms. Cameron is taking her O2 students on several trips, including SHAD at Dalhousie on November 14.  
-          Remembrance service Monday, Nov 10th (10:30 ish) - All SAC members are invited to attend.  
-          SAC Provincial Conference, November 28th - Mr. Verge and Alana Gammon will be attending this conference in Halifax.  
-          Turkey Dinner (Dec 11th) - The turkey dinner will be taking place again this year.  This will be provided for all staff and students.  The Lions Club has donated $700 to help with the cost of this dinner.  
-          Xmas Concert (Dec 9th, Dec 16th Snow date) - Mr. Balcome provided an update on the upcoming Christmas concert.  His English class has created a script to be read throughout the concert.  The elementary classes have been working on their performances.  
-       Coding Club - Mr. MacDonald provided an update on the Coding Club he is running at lunchtime.  He consistently has 4-5 students attending.  They are using a variety of programs to code robots.  
5. Old Business
-          2025-26 SAC members (New members Jayme Whyte, Cara Rivers, Kayla Boutilier) 
-          SSP and school updates - Mr. Verge will email the SSP to SAC members.  Students have indicated that they would like to have assemblies again.  These will start taking place soon.  The Youth Health Center has been working to provide new opportunities and activities for the student body.  The school now has a debate club and newspapers at the elementary and secondary levels.  There is a Positivity Club, book clubs, GSA, chess club, etc.  The PTA is active again and will be working on fundraising to support the school.  
6. New Business:  
-        Mrs. Henley has prepared the rental form for graduation gowns.  Previously, the group had discussed purchasing gowns, but due to a variety of reasons, the school will continue to rent them.
-      There will soon be a graduation meeting.  Alana Gammon has offered to help someone take over the banner ordering process.  
-     The sports teams have expanded to the junior levels as well.  The teams include junior girls and boys' basketball.  
-     Transportation for extracurricular activities was discussed.  Support is available for students who may need rides in order to participate in activities outside school hours.
7. Adjournment
Next Meeting:

